
Preserving and transferring
cultural heritage  from

fr om one generation to
the next is critical. 

EDN adults are posi-
tive role models for
younger members.

Eastern Delaware Nations (EDN) is a group
of Native American descendants who seek to
gather the scattered people of the Delaware
tribes, restore traditional culture through
researching history, heritage and cultural con-
tributions, and promote cultural awareness
through education.

www.easterndelawarenations.com

EasternDelaware
Nations

EDN’s First Chief, Wayandaga, dreamed of
buying back the sacred land known as
Wyalusing Rocks on Rt. 6 in Bradford County
PA. 

Many Indian people throughout America
know this cliffside location high above the
Susquehanna River as ‘Prayer Rocks’. It is
included on NationalGeographic’s Appalachia
Geotourism Mapguide. EDN purchased the
site in 1999.

Most EDN members are descendents of
American Indians who once lived in this
region and resisted being forced out.

Researching and interpreting this story is a
focal point, but transference of living culture is
central. Many of us carry forward pieces of a
shattered culture. EDN offers a forum to pull
those pieces together into a cohesive mosaic.

Currently the group is fundraising to build
a new Cultural Center where visitors can learn
about the American Indian cultural contribu-
tions, past and present, in the Endless
Mountains Region. The Cultural Center will
house EDN’s collection of artwork and arti-
facts, genealogical archives and research
library. 

Besides being the hub of EDN’s cultural and
heritage activities throughout the year, the
facility will be
available for con-
ferences, work-
shops and commu-
nity events. 

Contributions to
help this dream
become reality are
welcome. Please
check inside for
details. Wanishi!
(Thank you)   

Robin Van Auken, Anthr opologist:
“The prehistory - and history - of the

American Indian are often regulated to a few
static exhibits at local historical societies and
museums. 
There are few outlets for their descendants,

as well as the public, to learn about past and
present experiences from the viewpoint of the
native population. 
My experience includes serving as a muse-

um curator, so I am excited about EDN’s
efforts to foster the research, preservation,
interpretation and presentation of American
Indian cultural contributions in the Endless
Mountains Region.

EDN’s cultural center will provide the
community with a gathering place for quar-
terly council meetings, committee meetings,
workshops and other research-oriented activi-
ties. It also will greatly enhance the region as
a major tourist attraction similar to the
Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Research
Center in Connecticut.” 



How You Can Help
Donations are used toward the Cultural

Center Building Project or Educational and
Cultural Programs.

If you would like a name included in a
memorial planned for the new Cultural
Center please include that information and
the name(s) to be included. 

Please Make checks to:
Eastern Delaware Nations. 

Mail to: 
Mollie Eliot, EDN Secretary 
3 Morgan Circle
Tr oy, PA 16947
All donations are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law. Wanishi!!!

A Brief Histor y
1984 Eastern Delaware Nations filed for
certificate of incorporation as a 501c3 non
profit organization.
1989 First EDN Pow Wow
1990Mike Medicine Shield Taffe
Ordained Chief of the Eastern Delaware
Nations by presiding Chief Carl
Wayandaga Pierce. 
1992 Chief Wayandaga passed away.  As
Chief Wayandaga directed, Mike
Medicine Shield Taffe was ordained
Grand Sachem (Tallak) of Eastern
Delaware Nations. 
1993 Carl “Wayandaga” Pierce
Scholarship fund for cultural awareness
and diversity initiated in two area schools.
1996 Fundraising for land purchase begins
1997EDN helps win approval to allow
Sacred Pipe Ceremony in Susquehanna
Health System, the first in PA
“Elan Kumankw” mural created. Depicts
the creation story according to traditional
Delaware teachings
1999 Wyalusing Rocks property on Rt. 6
purchased
2000EDN artwork exhibited at United
Nations on World Indigenous Peoples Day
2002 Endless Mountains Heritage Region
awards funds to develop Strategic Plan 
2004 Endless Mountains Heritage Region
Grant for Architectural and Site Plans
2004-06PA Council on the Arts and PA
Humanities Council fund cultural projects
2006Campbell Architects LLC retained     
2005, 2007 Allen F. Pierce Foundation
Grants awarded toward building project. 
1984-presentEducational Programs pre-
sented throughout the region.

“Grandfather Cedar,” perhaps hundreds of
years old, clings to the cliff at Wyalusing Rocks. 

The name of this
American Indian
historical site
loosely translated
means "where the
old man sits.” 
The “old man”

might have been a
medicine man
watching over vil-
lages spread out
500 feet below in
the Susquehanna
River Valley. 
This rich farm-

land, once known
as the breadbasket

of the Iroquois and Lenape, was devastated and
crops burned during Sullivan’s March in 1779.
A PennDOTparking area adjacent to EDN’s

property now provides a place for tourists to
stop and enjoy the spectacular view.
People in canoes on the SusquehannaRiver in

the valley far below report powerful emotional
responses to hearing drums and singing as EDN
members celebrate their heritage.

Chief
Medicine
Shield 
blesses the
waters of the
Susquehanna
for a
Department
of
Conservation
and Natural
Resources
Sojourn

Planned Cultural Center

Drawings by Campbell Ar chitects LLC

EDN is entering pre-construction and con-
struction phases of this building project.
Fundraising is on-going. A Living History
Village will be installed nearby where visitors

can experience activities
first-hand. 

Eastern Delaware Nations Pow-wows
Memorial Day Weekend, Lovelton PA
Father’s Day Weekend, Forksville PA


